
Expedited Review 
 
The IRB will review all human subjects’ research activities under its jurisdiction to determine 
whether the research meets one or more of the expedited categories described in the Federal 
regulations.  For more information on expedited reviews see MMC’s  SOP RR 401. 
 
An IRB may use the expedited review procedure to review either or both of the following:  
 

(a) Some or all of the research appearing on the Expedited Category list and found by 
the reviewer(s) to involve no more than minimal risk.  

 
(b) Minor changes in previously approved research during the period (of one year or 

less) for which approval is authorized.   
 
 
 

 Specific Policies from MMC SOP RR 401 

1.1 Definition of Minimal Risk  

Minimal risk is defined as “...the probability and magnitude of harm or discomfort 
anticipated in the research are not greater in and of themselves than those ordinarily 
encountered in daily life or during the performance of routine physical or 
psychological examinations or tests….”  

1.2 Cautions  

1.2.1 The activities listed should not be deemed to be of minimal risk simply because they 
are included on the list of eligible research. Inclusion on this list merely means that 
the activity is eligible for review through the expedited review procedure when the 
specific circumstances of the proposed research involve no more than minimal risk 
to human subjects.  

1.2.2 The expedited review procedure may not be used where identification of the subjects 
and/or their responses would reasonably place them at risk of criminal or civil 
liability or be damaging to the subjects' financial standing, employability, 
insurability, reputation, or be stigmatizing, unless reasonable and appropriate 
protections will be implemented so that risks related to invasion of privacy and 
breach of confidentiality are no greater than minimal. Furthermore, the expedited 
review procedure may not be used for classified research involving human subjects. 

http://www.mmcri.org/deptPages/irb/downloads/SOP_FOLDER/RR401SOP.pdf

