
RESEARCH FELLOW NEWS AND EVENTS 
August 2011 

An update on what is happening with our predoctoral and postdoctoral fellows 
 

New people:  
 
Rakesh Verma came to Maine in March 2011 and joined as 
postdoctoral research fellow under Dr. Don Wojchowski. His previous 
work was focused on molecular characterization and clinico-
translational research on patients with hematological neoplasms 
(myeloma, acute and chronic leukemias) and was also involved with 
the bone marrow transplantation program for characterization of 
hematopoietic stem cells for these patients. He earned his Ph.D. in 
Medical Oncology from All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New 
Delhi, India. His work led to development of risk scoring model 
(genetics and clinical based) for prognosticating myeloma patients. He 
is a native of New Delhi where he received all of his education. He 
wants to explore further the potential of new basic research arenas for 
translational research with Dr. Wojchowski. 
 
Lei Li joined the Wojchowski laboratory as a postdoctoral 
research fellow in March 2011. Previously, Dr. Li received M.D. 
and Ph.D. degrees in Hematology from Huazhong University of 
Science and Technology (China); and served as a research 
associate in Pediatric Hematology at Wuhan Union Hospital. Her 
prior research focused on mechanisms of hematological 
malignancies, especially the role of MLL fusion genes in 
leukemogenesis. Her current research focuses on Trib 
pseudokinases as novel regulators of (dys)regulated 
hematopoiesis. Dr Li ("Jenny") greets all challenges, and 
colleagues, with positive and fond enthusiasm. 
 
 
Sree Deepthi Muthukrishnan joined the Oxburgh lab this 
summer as a graduate student for her thesis work. She is from 
India and has a Masters degree in Molecular Biology from 
University of Madras, India. She worked as a research associate 
at the Biotechnology Dept. at Indian Institute of Technology, 
Madras before joining the GSBS program. Her research interests 
include neurobiology and developmental biology, especially of 
signaling mechanisms involved in development and disease. 
Currently, her research in the Oxburgh lab is focused on 
understanding the molecular mechanisms underlying BMP and 
other signaling pathways in kidney development and acute 
kidney injury. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dave Kuhrt is a new postdoctoral research fellow in the Wojchowski 
lab. He and his wife, Kristen Scopaz, moved to Portland from Pittsburgh. 
Dave’s prior work focused on understanding the role of B cells during 
acute and chronic simian immunodeficiency virus infection in 
progressive and non-progressive non-human primate species. Dave 
earned his Ph.D. from the Molecular Virology and Microbiology 
program at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine in the 
laboratory of Dr. Kelly Cole in February of 2010. Prior to moving to 
Maine, Dave worked as a research fellow at the Center for Vaccine 
Research at the Univ. Pittsburgh with Dr. Cristian Apetrei and Dr. Ivona 
Pandrea. Dave’s work has spanned the intersection of virology and 
immunology and he is very excited to expand his knowledge base to 
include hematopoietic progenitor cell populations in his continuing 
research in the Wojchowski lab. When not in the lab Dave will be found 
either reading a book or playing in the outdoors. Dave is an avid cyclist, 
discgolfer, hiker and skier. 
 
Jin-Seon Lee is a new postdoctoral research fellow in the Yoon lab. She 
graduated from the school of Pharmacy at the University of 
SungKyunKwan, Seoul, Korea and obtained her Ph.D. in environmental 
toxicology at the University of Ehime, Japan in the laboratory of Dr. 
Hisato Iwata in 2008. Her previous research focused on understanding 
the toxic mechanism of dioxins (environmental pollutants) on humans 
and wildlife. She is interested in conservation of nature and eco-friendly 
life. In the present lab, Lee belongs to the projects including both in vitro 
and in vivo investigations of R-spondin action related to Wnt signaling 
pathway. She is enthusiastic to expand her knowledge to Wnt world and 
tries to find her unique research field in the future. Lee loves Jazz, 
watercolor painting and outdoor sports such as hiking and biking. In 
addition, she sometimes enjoys taking a picture of wild flowers.  

New publications: 
Ruth Leon (Friesel lab)  
Franco H, Casasnovas J, Leon R, Friesel R, Desnick RJ, Cadilla C. Nonsense mutations of the bHLH 
transcription factor TWIST2 found in Setleis Syndrome patients cause dysregulation of periostin. Int J 
Biochem Cell Biol 2011, in press.  
Joshua Boucher and Sarah Peterson (Liaw lab) and Sumithra Urs (MMCRI alumnus) 
Boucher JM, Peterson SM, Urs S, Zhang C, Liaw L. The miR143/145 cluster is a novel transcriptional 
target of Jagged-1/Notch signaling in vascular smooth muscle cells. J Biol Chem 2011, 286:28312-28321. 

Anonya Gunter (Rosen lab) 
Guntur AR, Rosen CJ. New insights into osteoblasts and their role in bone formation: the central role of 
PI3kinase. J Endocrinol 2011, in press. 
the de Paulas (alumni of Rosen lab) and Beau Rostama (Liaw lab) 
VDR haploinsufficiency impacts body composition and skeletal acquisition in a gender-specific manner. 
Calcif Tissue Int 2011, 89:179-191. 
 
 



 
Anne Cuttler and Renee LeClair (MMCRI alumni) and Patrizia Stohn (Lindner lab) 
Cuttler AS, LeClair RJ, Stohn JP, Wang Q, Sorenson CM, Liaw L, Lindner V. Characterization of 
Pdgfrb-Cre transgenic mice reveals reduction of ROSA26 reporter activity in remodeling arteries. Genesis 
2011, in press. 
Xuehui Yang and Yan Gong (Friesel lab) 
Yang X, Gong Y, Friesel R. Spry1 is expressed in hemangioblasts and negatively regulates primitive 
hematopoiesis and endothelial cell function. PLoS One 2011, 6:e18374 

Katie Motyl (Rosen lab) 
Motyl KJ, Rosen CJ. Temperatures rising: brown fat and bone. Discov Med 2011, 11:170-185. 

Yuefeng Tang (MMCRI alumnus) and Xuehui Yang (Friesel lab) 
Tng Y, Yang X, Friesel RE, Vary CP, Liaw L. Mechanisms of TGFβ-induced differentiation in human 
vascular smooth muscle cells. J Vasc Res 2011, 48:485-494. 
Diana Romero, Christine O’Neill, Aleksandra Terzic (MMCRI alumni), and Kira Young (Vary lab) 
Endoglin regulates cancer-stromal cell interactions in prostate tumors. Cancer Res 2011, 71:3482-3493. 
Masa Kawai (MMCRI alumnus)  
The heparin-binding domain of IGFBP-2 has insulin-like growth factor binding-independent biologic 
activity in the growing skeleton. J Biol Chem 2011, 286:14670-14680. 

Alex Kirov (Prudovsky lab) 
Kacer D, McIntire C, Kirov A, Kany E, Roth J, Liaw L, Small d, Friesel R, Basilico C, Tarantini F, Verdi 
J Prudovsky I. regulation of nonclassical fgf1 release and fgf-dependent cell transformation by CBF1-
mediated notch signaling. J Cell Physiol 2011, in press. 

Yong-Ri Jin and Xianghua Han (Yoon lab)  
The canonical Wnt signaling activator, R-spondin2, regulates craniofacial patterning and morphogenesis 
within the branchial arch through ectodermal-mesenchymal interaction. Dev Biol 2011, 352:1-13. 

 
Meetings, presentations, and awards: 
Jackie Ames (Brooks lab) attended the American Association for Cancer Research annual meeting April 
2-6, 2011.  Jackie received the Bristol-Myers Squibb Oncology Scholar-in-Training Award for her poster,  
“Regulation of inflammation and tumor growth by the novel XL313 cryptic ECM element”.  
 

 



Megan Dionne (Pinz lab) received a tuition fellowship through the Maine IDeA Network of Biomedical 
Research Excellence (Maine INBRE) to attend a one-week Quantitative Fluorescence Microscopy course 
through Mount Desert Island Biological Laboratory in May 2011. 
 
Beau Rostama (Liaw lab) and Ying Chen (Gridley lab) attended Vasculata Meeting July 26-29, 2011, at 
the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta.  Beau presented a poster entitled “Interaction of Notch 
and Bone Morphogenetic Protein-9 signaling pathways in human aortic endothelial cells”. 
 
Patrizia Stohn (Lindner lab), Justin Guay (Oxburgh lab), and XiangHua Han and Yong-Ri Jin (Yoon 
lab) attended the 4th Northeast Regional IDeA meeting August 10-12, 2011 at Salve Regina University in 
Newport, RI 

• Patrizia presented her poster, “Cardiovascular Functions of Cthrc1”. 
• Justin presented his poster, “Expression and candidate functions of the transcriptional repressor 

FoxD1 in the juvenile and adult kidney.” Just also presented the Stem Cell COBRE 
Bioinformatics and Genomics Core Facility poster. 

• Xianghua Han and Yong-Ri presented their research, “Follistatin is a key mediator for R-spondin-
induced myogenic differentiation and myotube formation”. 

  

 



               
 
Ruth León (Friesel lab) received a travel award to attend the Jr Faculty/Postdoctoral Fellows Career 
Development Workshop from the American Society of Cell Biology at the Omni Hotel Atlanta GA, June 
9-11 2011.  
 
Ruth also attended the Experimental Biology 2011 meeting in Washington DC from April 9-13, 2011. 
She presented her work, “Sprouty proteins affect the kinetics and fate of mesenchymal cells during 
osteoblast differentiation”. 
 
Ruth received the Young PR Scientist travel award to attend the 43rd International IUPAC Congress in 
San Juan Puerto Rico from July 31-August 7, 2011. She presented her research, “ Sprouty proteins in 
BMP-9-induced osteoblast differentiation”. 
 
Grants Awarded    Congratulations! 
 
Katie Motyl (Rosen lab) received an NIH F32 Ruth Kirschstein NRSA Postdoctoral Fellowship for her 
project entitled, “Mechanisms of bone loss from administration of the second generation antipsychotic 
risperidone.”  
 
Jennifer Fetting (Oxburgh Lab) received an NIH F32 Ruth Kirschstein NRSA Postdoctoral Fellowship 
for her project entitled “Transcriptional control of mesangial cell differentiation.”   
 
Yan Gong (Friesel lab) received a predoctoral fellowship from the American Heart Association for his 
project entitled “Sprouty4 is a mediator in the interaction between vascular endothelial growth factor 
receptor 2 and integrin alphaVbeta3.”  
 
Grant Proposals Submitted 
 
Megan Dionne (Pinz lab) has re-submitted her Predoctoral Fellowship application to the American Heart 
Association for her project entitled, “Caveolin-3 is a novel regulator of the insulin receptor in lipid-
induced insulin resistance.” 
 
Jacquelyn Ames (Brooks lab) has submitted an NIH F31 Ruth Kirschstein NRSA Predoctoral Fellowship 
for her project entitled, “Regulation of tumor growth and metastasis by the novel XL313 cryptic ECM 
element.” 
 



Ying Chen (Gridley lab) has submitted a Predoctoral Fellowship application to the American Heart 
Association for her project entitled, “Role of the snai1 gene during vascular development.”  
 
Nicole Perreault (Lindner lab) has submitted, with Dr. Lindner, an NIH supplementary application for 
post-baccalaureate research and training support under the “Research supplement to promote diversity in 
health-related research.”  The project would provide training for Nicole under Dr. Lindner’s R01 grant 
entitled, “Cthrc1 function as a novel TGF-beta antagonist in the vasculature.” 

 
Thanks to our mentors, Michele Locker, and Research Administration and  

Financial Services for their support. 
Please contact Lucy Liaw if you are planning a fellowship application and would like to participate in a 

grant writing group. 
  

Research Fellow Association Update 
 
Thanks to the new members of the RFA Leadership team. Our current team members are: 

 Co-Presidents: Aaron Brown (Oxburgh lab) and Patrizia Stohn (Lindner lab) 
 Treasurer: Casey Doucette (Rosen lab) 
 Grad student representative: Josh Boucher (Liaw lab) 
 University of Southern Maine representatives: Jennifer Walker and Heidi Tait 
 Secretary: David Kuhrt (Wojchowski lab) 
 Communications/Website: Jackie Ames (Brooks lab) 
 Events coordinator: Megan Dionne (Pinz lab) 
 Administrative liaison: Liz Bergst  
 Faculty representative: Lucy Liaw 
 At-large members: Katie Motyl (Rosen lab), Jen Fetting (Oxburgh lab) 

Contact any of the leadership team to see how you can contribute to RFA-sponsored events. 
 

Upcoming RFA events: 
 
Wednesday August 31st, 12:00pm-1:00pm, main conference room 
Seminar: Pradeep Sathyanarayana will present a talk entitled, “microRNAs in acute myeloid leukemia: 
outcomes from both target and profiling-based studies”. Everyone is welcome and pizza will be served. 

Wednesday August 31st, 1:00pm-2:00pm, main conference room 
Following the seminar, the RFA is sponsoring a career development session with Pradeep from 1pm-
2pm in the conference room. This session is for students and postdoctoral fellows.  

Wednesday September 14th, 11:00am-12:00pm, main conference room 
Seminar: Qi-Long Ying, University of Southern California 
Dr. Qi-Long Ying is this year’s RFA-sponsored seminar speaker. He is an Assistant Professor of Cell & 
Neurobiology at the Center for Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine at the University of Southern 
California. The title of his talk is “Embryonic and epiblast stem cell self-renewal”. 

Wednesday, October 26th, 12:00pm-2:00pm, main conference room 
Annual general RFA meeting 
 



New UMaine GSBS students: 
Please welcome this year’s incoming GSBS students. Amanda Favreau is at MMCRI doing her first 
laboratory rotation in Pradeep Sathyanarayana’s lab, and Melanie Ufkin is doing a laboratory rotation in 
Lucy Liaw’s laboratory. Eliza Grlickova-Duzevik is also planning a rotation at MMCRI this fall semester. 

 


